
	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   Playa	
  Festival	
  Pre-­Assessment	
  

Name___________________________________________________________________________________Date___________________	
  

School__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  
Circle	
  the	
  letter	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  correct	
  answer	
  for	
  each	
  question.	
  
	
  
	
  
Adapt	
  means	
  to	
  make	
  changes	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  better	
  live	
  in	
  an	
  environment.	
  

1. Which	
  is	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  how	
  an	
  animal	
  adapts	
  to	
  living	
  in	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland?	
  
a. A	
  bear	
  catches	
  a	
  fish	
  in	
  a	
  stream	
  
b. A	
  Great	
  Plains	
  Toad	
  burrows	
  beneath	
  the	
  soil	
  during	
  a	
  dry	
  spell,	
  hibernating	
  until	
  the	
  

next	
  rainfall	
  
c. A	
  dog	
  chases	
  ducks,	
  catches	
  one	
  and	
  brings	
  it	
  to	
  it’s	
  master	
  

	
  
	
  

Look	
  at	
  the	
  Cycle	
  Below:	
  

Evaporation	
  >Condensation>Precipitation>Infiltration	
  

	
   2.	
  	
  Which	
  cycle	
  is	
  this?	
  

a.	
  Water	
  Cycle	
  
b.	
  Life	
  Cycle	
  
c.	
  Energy	
  Cycle	
  

	
  

3. 	
  During	
  a	
  big	
  thunderstorm,	
  water	
  flowed	
  quickly	
  across	
  a	
  farmer’s	
  field	
  into	
  a	
  playa	
  lake.	
  
After	
  the	
  storm,	
  the	
  farmer	
  noticed	
  deep	
  channels	
  carved	
  into	
  his	
  field	
  by	
  the	
  water.	
  	
  This	
  
is	
  an	
  example	
  of:	
  

a. Digging	
  holes	
  
b. Erosion	
  
c. The	
  Water	
  Cycle	
  

	
  
	
  

4. Which	
  tool	
  would	
  be	
  best	
  to	
  use	
  for	
  observing	
  birds	
  in	
  their	
  natural	
  environment?	
  
a. Hand	
  lens	
  
b. Binoculars	
  
c. Thermometer	
  

	
  

	
  

Go	
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  the	
  next	
  page	
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5. Which	
  characteristic	
  would	
  help	
  a	
  plant	
  survive	
  in	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland	
  environment?	
  
a. Can	
  grow	
  both	
  on	
  dry	
  land	
  and	
  under	
  water	
  
b. Has	
  orange	
  flowers	
  that	
  bloom	
  every	
  two	
  weeks	
  
c. Is	
  poisonous	
  to	
  both	
  humans	
  and	
  animals	
  

	
  

6. Due	
  to	
  irrigation	
  of	
  farms,	
  increased	
  water	
  use	
  in	
  cities,	
  and	
  loss	
  of	
  playa	
  wetlands,	
  there	
  
is:	
  

a. More	
  water	
  in	
  the	
  Ogallala	
  Aquifer	
  
b. Less	
  water	
  in	
  the	
  Ogallala	
  Aquifer	
  
c. None	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  

	
  
	
  

7. Which	
  type	
  of	
  soil	
  is	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland?	
  
a. Sand	
  
b. Silt	
  
c. Clay	
  

	
  
	
  

8. Have	
  you	
  ever	
  seen	
  or	
  visited	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland?	
  
a. Yes	
  
b. No	
  
c. Unsure	
  

	
  
	
  

9. Which	
  source	
  supplies	
  the	
  energy	
  needed	
  for	
  the	
  water	
  cycle?	
  
a. Sun	
  
b. Soil	
  
c. Electricity	
  

	
  
	
  

10. To	
  conserve	
  playa	
  wetlands,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  best	
  to:	
  
a. Plant	
  buffers	
  around	
  playa	
  wetlands	
  
b. Fill	
  playa	
  wetlands	
  with	
  topsoil	
  
c. Dig	
  holes	
  into	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  playa	
  wetlands	
  to	
  make	
  them	
  deeper	
  

	
  

Finished!	
  	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   Playa	
  Festival	
  Post-­Assessment	
  

Name___________________________________________________________________________________Date___________________	
  

School__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  
Circle	
  the	
  letter	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  correct	
  answer	
  for	
  each	
  question.	
  
	
  
	
  
Adapt	
  means	
  to	
  make	
  changes	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  better	
  live	
  in	
  an	
  environment.	
  

1. Which	
  is	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  how	
  an	
  animal	
  adapts	
  to	
  living	
  in	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland?	
  
a. A	
  bear	
  catches	
  a	
  fish	
  in	
  a	
  stream	
  
b. A	
  Great	
  Plains	
  Toad	
  burrows	
  beneath	
  the	
  soil	
  during	
  a	
  dry	
  spell,	
  hibernating	
  until	
  the	
  

next	
  rainfall	
  
c. A	
  dog	
  chases	
  ducks,	
  catches	
  one	
  and	
  brings	
  it	
  to	
  it’s	
  master	
  

	
  
	
  

Look	
  at	
  the	
  Cycle	
  Below:	
  

Evaporation	
  >Condensation>Precipitation>Infiltration	
  

	
   2.	
  	
  Which	
  cycle	
  is	
  this?	
  

a.	
  Water	
  Cycle	
  
b.	
  Life	
  Cycle	
  
c.	
  Energy	
  Cycle	
  

	
  

3. 	
  During	
  a	
  big	
  thunderstorm,	
  water	
  flowed	
  quickly	
  across	
  a	
  farmer’s	
  field	
  into	
  a	
  playa	
  lake.	
  
After	
  the	
  storm,	
  the	
  farmer	
  noticed	
  deep	
  channels	
  carved	
  into	
  his	
  field	
  by	
  the	
  water.	
  	
  This	
  
is	
  an	
  example	
  of:	
  

a. Digging	
  holes	
  
b. Erosion	
  
c. The	
  Water	
  Cycle	
  

	
  
	
  

4. Which	
  tool	
  would	
  be	
  best	
  to	
  use	
  for	
  observing	
  birds	
  in	
  their	
  natural	
  environment?	
  
a. Hand	
  lens	
  
b. Binoculars	
  
c. Thermometer	
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5. Which	
  characteristic	
  would	
  help	
  a	
  plant	
  survive	
  in	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland	
  environment?	
  
a. Can	
  grow	
  both	
  on	
  dry	
  land	
  and	
  under	
  water	
  
b. Has	
  orange	
  flowers	
  that	
  bloom	
  every	
  two	
  weeks	
  
c. Is	
  poisonous	
  to	
  both	
  humans	
  and	
  animals	
  

	
  

6. Due	
  to	
  irrigation	
  of	
  farms,	
  increased	
  water	
  use	
  in	
  cities,	
  and	
  loss	
  of	
  playa	
  wetlands,	
  there	
  
is:	
  

a. More	
  water	
  in	
  the	
  Ogallala	
  Aquifer	
  
b. Less	
  water	
  in	
  the	
  Ogallala	
  Aquifer	
  
c. None	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  

	
  
	
  

7. Which	
  type	
  of	
  soil	
  is	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland?	
  
a. Sand	
  
b. Silt	
  
c. Clay	
  

	
  
	
  

8. Have	
  you	
  ever	
  seen	
  or	
  visited	
  a	
  playa	
  wetland?	
  
a. Yes	
  
b. No	
  
c. Unsure	
  

	
  
	
  

9. Which	
  source	
  supplies	
  the	
  energy	
  needed	
  for	
  the	
  water	
  cycle?	
  
a. Sun	
  
b. Soil	
  
c. Electricity	
  

	
  
	
  

10. To	
  conserve	
  playa	
  wetlands,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  best	
  to:	
  
a. Plant	
  buffers	
  around	
  playa	
  wetlands	
  
b. Fill	
  playa	
  wetlands	
  with	
  topsoil	
  
c. Dig	
  holes	
  into	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  playa	
  wetlands	
  to	
  make	
  them	
  deeper	
  

	
  

Finished!	
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